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The Hon’ble Minister for Health and Family Welfare, | may inform you that
Dr. Kalaiangar's Health Insurance Scheme has a great significance in terms of
ancient Tamil literature and culture. Thiruvalluvar, one of our great poets, has
made a significant statement concerning medicine. He says, according to the
commentator, that a patient must have four qualities;

1. He must be able to explain the nature of the disease

2. He must strictly abide by the advice of the doctor.

3. He must be rich enough to be able to make payment to the
doctor.

4. He must bear the audience or deal of treatment.

Sir your could see that of the four qualities an important quality is the ability
of the patient to make payment. It is therefore obvious that even in ancient Tamil
Nadu, since the days of the fore fathers; medicine had been beyond the reach of a
poor person. For the first time in the 3000 year history of Tamil Nadu medicine has
come well within the reach of every poor person in the society. Perhaps
Kalaingnar, the Chief Minister is the greatest contribution to the poor for the
preservation of the health.
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