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Esteemed and Hon’ble Shri Arjun Singh Ji, you have been kind enough to
participate in a function, that beyond dispute will yield results which would endure
and go into the history of a language with an antiquity of over 5000 years.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, one of the greatest leaders of the world by any
standard, has in his monumental work Glimpses of World History identifies five
great ancient civilizations of the world. They are the Mediterranean Civilization that
flourished at Knossos, the Egyptian Civilisation, the Mesopotamian Civilsation of the
Middle East, the Chinese Civilisation and the Indian Civilisation. Of these five, the



Mediterranean Civilisation has disappeared completely leaving only the ruins: the
Egyptian Civilisation has no trace of it excepting the pyramid and the sphinx: Iraq
and Iran where existed the Mesopotamian Civilisation have no remains of it. All the
great languages associated with these civilisations have also vanished.

Nehru says that of these five only the Chinese Civilisation and the Indian
Civilisation have endured without any discontinuity over a period of more than 5000
years. Unending invasions, defeats and destructions did not harm these countries
beyond revival.

Sir, Indian civilisation, again, is a confluence of two major rivers — the
Sanskritic and Dravidian. The language that represents the Dravidian Civilisation is

Tamil. Therefore the Chinese Civilisation and Indian Civilisation are represented by:

o Chinese
° Sanskrit and
° Tamil.

Of these three, Sanskrit, the great classical language is not a spoken
language. Ultimately two languages remain. They are:
o Chinese and
o Tamil
Sir, | am not exaggerating: | am a scientist and | will not make any statement
that has no evidence. It is not disputed that Dravidian civilisation is a component of
Indian Civilisation and it is universally conceded that Dravidian is one of the most
ancient civilizations of the world. There is no language, more ancient than Tamil to
represent Dravidian culture. You may call it old Tamil; you may call it Proto.
Dravidian language; it is still Tamil and nothing else, Sir,
o It is for that Tamil language you have inaugurated a Central Institute.
. It is not only for research in a language, but also for research into a
great civilisation that this institute is being setup.
. It is for research into the literary treasure that reflects the height of
excellence that human mind has reached 3000 years from now.
Sir,
The classical status for Tamil is a recognition, long over due. It goes to the

great credit of the Government of the Hon’ble Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh



that a prolonged neglect has been rectified: the earnest expectations of the Tamils
have been fulfilled.

It goes to the credit of the great leader and Statesman, the Hon’ble Chief
Minister Dr. Kalaignar that he has convinced and guided the Government of India to
do what the earlier Governments could have done but did not do.

Shri Arjun Singh Ji, the Tamils are a grateful people: not only the Tamils in
India, but the Tamil Diaspora spread over 65 countries of the world will in solemn
sincerity and deep sense of gratitude thank you for inaugurating the institute today
and for piloting the proposal through the Planning Commission, through the Finance
Department and perhaps through the office of the PM.
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